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equally great on both fronts, and may at any time develop
simultaneously on both, and Litvinov, in a recent
speech in London, is perfectly justified in maintaining
that Hitler is offering peace for twenty-five years in
the West in order to have a free hand fbr action eastward.
One has only to read Hitler's own utterances to notice
what he is leaving out, and his denunciations of the
Franco-Soviet pact fill in the gap clearly enough. In-
cidentally, we have here a curious reminder of 1914,
when Germany, planning an attack on Russia, sent a
simultaneous ultimatum to France, threatening and
ultimately declaring immediate war if France did not
immediately give up her alliance with Tsarist Russia.

It is, truly enough, a period of encirclements. The
United States and Soviet Russia encircle Japan; Japan
and the Germany of Hitler encircle Soviet Russia ;
Soviet Russia and France encircle Germany; none of
these diplomatic moves have any other sense than that of
taking up positions for a possible new war. But there
is at least a difference. France, the United States, and
most certainly Soviet Russia want the continuance of
the status quo, and certainly desire peace. The question
is, which of the encirclements concerned is really
aggressive.

In a complete reversal of conditions in the Far East,
we ourselves have to remember that according to almost
any military expert, Hong Kong and Shanghai are quite
indefensible, as also our part in the trade of China ; that
the South Seas do include Australia ; and that the British
Empire at present has nothing that is defensible to the
east of Singapore.

But fully as significant is the very striking change